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SUBJECT: FELICE MISSION 

1 . DEPARTMENT SHOULD BE AWARE OF DEVELOPMENTS IN THE 
FELICE MATTER THAT COULD RESULT IN THE RECALL OF THE 
ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TO MALTA, ERIC DA-RIN. FACTS OF THE 
MATTER FOLLOW. 

2. MINTOFF TELEPHONED ME YESTERDAY TO SAY THAT HE WAS 
"WORRIED" ABOUT CERTAIN NEWS THAT HAD REACHED HIM AND 
WANTED TO KNOW WHAT LIGHT I COULD SHED ON THE MATTER. 

FELICE HAD COME TO SEE HIS PRIVATE SECRETARY TO SAY THAT 
HE HAD LEARNED FROM THE DEPUTY NATIONALIST PARTY LEADER 
(GUIDO DEMARCO) THAT DA-RIN HAD INFORMED DEMARCO OF THE 
FELICE VISIT TO WASHINGTON. THIS, SAID MINTOFF, WAS A 

MOST UNFORTUNATE DEVELOPMENT AND HE WANTED TO GET TO THE 
BOTTOM OF IT. 

3. I TOLD MINTOFF I HAD NOT INFORMED ANY OTHER MALTESE 
OF THIS EXERCISE. I HAD BRIEFED MY ITALIAN COLLEAGUE 
BECAUSE I FELT THAT OUR ITALIAN ALLIES SHOULD BE AWARE OF 
THIS DEVELOPMENT. (I HAD ALSO BRIEFED THE BRITISH.) 
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HOWEVER IN DOING SO I HAD EMPHASIZED TO DA-RIN THAT I HAD 
NOT INFORMED THE NATIONALIST LEADERSHIP AND THAT THE 
MATTER SHOULD BE VERY CLOSELY HELD. 

4. I ALSO TOLD MINTOFF THAT I THOUGHT HE HAD TO RECOGNIZE 
THAT SUCH A MISSION BY FELICE COULD NOT INDEFINITELY 
REMAIN SECRET IN ANY EVENT. TO THIS THE PRIME 
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MINISTER RESPONDED THAT HE APPRECIATED THAT BUT TO HAVE 
THE MATTER LEAK TO THE NATIONALISTS THROUGH THE "ITALIAN 
NUMBER ONE" WAS SOMETHING ELSE. I SAID I DID NOT WANT TO 
COMMENT ON THAT. 

5. I FOLLOWED UP THIS EXCHANGE WITH A PERSONAL NOTE TO THE 
PRIME MINISTER REITERATING MY POSITION FOR THE RECORD. IN 
MY NOTE I PREFACED WHAT I HAD TO SAY WITH THE COMMENT THAT 
I KNEW HE WOULD APPRECIATE I HAD HAD SOME CONCERN THAT THE 
LEADERSHIP OF THE OTHER PARTY, WITH WHOM WE NATURALLY ALSO 
SOUGHT TO MAINTAIN A RELATIONSHIP OF CONFIDENCE, HAD NOT 
BEEN AWARE OF THIS EXERCISE INVOLVING MY GOVERNMENT. 

6. WHEN I SOUGHT OUT DA-RIN AT A SOCIAL FUNCTION LAST 
EVENING HE HAD NOT YET BEEN APPROACHED BY GOM. I SAID I 
WAS SURPRISED TO HEAR FROM MINTOFF THAT HE, DA RIN, HAD 
APPARENTLY SPOKEN TO THE NATIONALISTS ABOUT A MATTER WHERE 
I HAD EMPHASIZED THE NEED FOR CONFIDENCE. HIS RESPONSE 

WAS THAT HE HAD CASUALLY COMMENTED TO DEMARCO ONE EVENING 
THAT THE NATIONALISTS APPEARED TO BE INCREASINGLY OPEN TO 
MINTOFF'S CONCEPT, CITING CERTAIN STATEMENTS BY FENECH 
AD AMI AS WELL AS TRAVELS BY FELICE TO BRUSSELS AND 
WASHINGTON, WHERE FELICE HAD "INDICATED A POSITIVE 
ATTITUDE TOWARD THE PRINCIPLE OF NEUTRALITY AND THE ROLE 
THAT EUROPEAN COUNTRIES SHOULD PLAY IN THIS." DEMARCO'S 
RESPONSE HAD BEEN THAT THIS WAS NOT SO AND THAT THE 
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NATIONALISTS CONTINUE TO STAND FOR EUROPEAN SUPPORT FOR 
MALTA'S SECURITY AND NOT SIMPLY ITS NEUTRALITY. 

DA-RIN INSISTED TO ME THAT HE HAD SAID ABSOLUTELY NOTHING 
TO DEMARCO ABOUT HOW AND WHY FELICE HAD GONE TO WASHINGTON. 

7. THIS MORNING I RECEIVED A NOTE FROM DA-RIN TRANSMITTING 
A COPY OF WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS A VERBATIM ACCOUNT OF 
THIS CONVERSATION WITH DEMARCO. HIS NOTE ALSO TOLD ME 
THAT HE WAS BEING RECALLED BECAUSE OF "COLLUSION" WITH THE 
OPPOSITION. 

8. IT APPEARS THAT AFTER OUR CONVERSATION LAST EVENING 
DA-RIN HAD SENT THIS VERBATIM ACCOUNT TO THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S OFFICE TO CLARIFY HIS POSITION. THIS RESULTED 
IN A MIDNIGHT VISIT BY ATTORNEY GENERAL EDGAR MIZZI TO 
DA-RIN TO CONVEY MINTOFF'S VIEW (CONVEYED ALSO BY TELEPHONE 
BY MIZZI TO THE ITALIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY IN ROME) THAT THIS 
AFFAIR HAD RAISED SUCH QUESTIONS IN THE GOVERNMENT'S MIND 
AS TO THE CONTINUED UTILITY OF DA-RIN'S PRESENCE IN MALTA 

AS TO CAUSE THEM TO SUGGEST ORALLY TO THE GOI THAT IT 
CONSIDER DA-RIN'S WITHDRAWAL. THE POINT WAS MADE THAT THE 
INITIATIVE UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD BEST COME 
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FROM ITALY. IN CONVEYING THIS POSITION MIZZI REFERRED 
ALSO TO AN EARLIER INCIDENT THAT HAD TRIGGERED MINTOFF'S 
IRRITATION INVOLVING DA-RIN'S DECISION TO ATTEND PERSONALLY 
A RALLY CALLED BY THE NATIONALIST PARTY IN SYMPATHY WITH 
THE GOI IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE MORO KIDNAPPING. 

9. THOSE ARE THE FACTS AS I HAVE THEM. DA-RIN HOPES TO 
GO TO ROME THIS WEEKEND TO DISCUSS THE MATTER FURTHER WITH 
HIS GOVERNMENT. HE BELIEVES IT MOST UNLIKELY THAT ANYTHING 
WILL CHANGE TO CAUSE THE GOVERNMENT HERE TO RECONSIDER ITS 
POSITION. HE DOES NOT HAVE HIS GOVERNMENT'S REACTION AS 
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YET. 

10. I TOLD DA-RIN I WAS FLABBERGASTED AND APPALLED 
(HOPING MY TELEPHONE WAS MOMENTARILY BUGGED). I SAID 

NO ONE HAD SOUGHT TO WORK MORE SYMPATHETICALLY WITH THE 
MINTOFF GOVERNMENT TO PUT THE LATTER'S NEUTRALITY CONCEPT 
IN A POSITIVE FRAMEWORK THAN HE HAD. I REGRETTED THIS 
DEVELOPMENT BOTH PERSONALLY AND OFFICIALLY ON BEHALF OF MY 
GOVERNMENT. 

11. COMMENT: DA-RIN WAS OBVIOUSLY LESS THAN DISCREET 

IN SAYING WHAT HE DID TO DEMARCO. NONETHELESS MINTOFF'S 
REACTION IS FAR BEYOND WHAT WOULD NORMALLY BE CALLED FOR 
UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES. A MORE NORMAL PROCEDURE FROM THE 
BEGINNING WOULD HAVE BEEN FOR THE PRIME MINISTER TO TAKE 
THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION INTO HIS CONFIDENCE. OR FOR 
FELICE TO INFORM THE LEADER (AS HE ORIGINALLY TOLD ME HE 
WOULD DO). BUT THAT IS NOT THE WAY THE GAME IS PLAYED 
HERE AND PERHAPS NO ONE SHOULD HAVE KNOWN THAT BETTER 
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